EXPEL THE FIVE SOCIALIST ASSEMBLYMEN,
- URGES MAJORITY REPORT, CHARGING TREASON:
- ROOSEVELT TO OPPOSE QUSTER MOTION

SOCALIST  PARTY  FLAYED

Majority Urges That
Members Be Barred
from Polls.

EXPULSION MAJORITY ONLY ¢

Five of the Assembly Judiciary
. Committee Are for
; - Reseating.

ASSEMBLY DEBATE TODAY

Majority in Favor of Expulsioh
Is Conceded — Special
Election in Doubt. .

Special to The New York Times.
- ALBANY, March 30.—Expulsion of the
five Socialist Assemblymen, August
Claessens and Louis Waldman of New
York, . Charles Solomon of Kings and
Samuel A. Dewitt and Samuel Orr of
"the Bronx was recommended in the ma-

Jority report made today to the Assem-
‘bly by its Judiciary Committee. 'The
recommendation was made on the
- ground that the Socialist Assemblymen
were: disloyal to the Government of the

Tnited States and the State ot New
York, affiliated with the Socialist Party
of_Arnerica, ‘“a disloyal oi'ganization,
composed  exclusively of perpetual
‘traitors " and intent upon the overthrow
of the Government by force and vio-
' lence. '

- The majority repért also recom-
mended the enactment of laws denying
to the Socialists the right of longer
occupying the position of a political
party in this State. ‘
 The signatures of seven of the thirteen
members of the Judiciary Committee

were affixed to the majority report,
five other members, filing four separate
reports, recommended the seating of the
Boclalists on the ground that the As-
sembly lacked legal authority to dis-
qualify themn on the charges that had
been presented.

- One of the minority reports, submitted
by Assemblyman William S. Evans, a

Bronx Democrat, maintained that under
the State Constitution loyalty to the

Government was not a necessary qualifi-
cation for membership of the Legislature.
Another, sighed by Assembiyvman James
M. Lown of Yates, a Republican, recom-
mended that Assemblymen Orr and De-
witt of -the Bronx be seated and that the
other three be expelled.

The majority report made little men-
tion of the individual charges, but em-
phasized the disloyalty charge, which
even counsel representing the Socialists

(admitted would furnish ground for ex-
pulsion and condemned them all on the
ground of thelr affiliation with the
party of their choice.

- Assemblyman T.ouis M. Martin of
Oneida, Chairman of the Judiciary Com-~
mittee, handed In the rer:rt and the
minority memoranda. He moved the re-
. port be made a special order for con-
sideration tomorrow morning. His meo-

tion prevailed, despite the 6pposition of
Asseinblyman Willlam C. Amos of New
York, a Republican, and Assemblyman
Evans.

g Amos Vainly Pleads for Delay.

Mr. Amos argued that the members
of the Assembly would not have suffi-
clent time adequately to study the ma-
§ority and minority reports and * pa-
trioticaliy vote on them.”” He polnted
out that there were close to 200 pages
pages in the various recommendations
handed to the Assembly by the Judi-
clary Committee and that at least two
or three days should be given to the::
examination.

" 8peaker Sweet ruled the motion was

not properly debatal* and that, *‘ inas-
much as some members of the XHouse
~are violating the courtesy extended
. them,” the motion was before the As-
sembly for disposition. It was almost
unanimously carried.
" At the morning session Asseml)lvman
Solomon endeavored to get the floor.
»The privilege was denied by Harry
‘Haines. Sergeant at Arms. Mr. Solo-
- ypon, then made formal application to go
within the ralling, but Speaker Sweet
formally ruled him off the floor.
.«The report, on Mr. Martin's motion,
will come up for debate in the Assem-
bly tomorrow morning, when, it is ex-
‘pected,. the members will be called on
to vote on the recommendation that the
five Soclalists be expelled, unless the
dliscussion should extend to Thursday.
If it does, and the Assembly should
‘wata to. expel the Socialists, Governor
'Smith will not be able to call a special
ﬁloctlon to fill their places for this ses-
gton, for the election law provides that.
the Governor may cell a special election
tgo fill & vacancy in the Leglslature be-.
tort April 1, and not after that date, un-, .
less to fill a seat for an extra session. |
Even if the vote should be in tomorrow, |
and it called for expulsion of the Social- |
fl, it would do the Governor no good
to cnll & special electlon to fill their |
pieces, - ‘because the Legislature will un-
doubtedly adjourn by April 24 at the

Continued on I'age Three.

Ehe New JJork Eimes
Published: March 31, 1920
Copyright © The New York Times



SOCIALIST  PARTY  FLAYED

‘Continued from Page 1, Column 1,

| ,lé.test, and it would require thirty days’
_notlce to hold the election.

THE MAJORITY REPORT.

Disloyalty of Assemblymen and
Party Chief Grounds for Verdict.

Special to The New York Times.

ALBANY, March 30.—There follows
the chief points of the majority report
'of . the Assembly Judiclary Committee
recommending the expulsion of the five
Soclalist Assemblymen and the exclu-
sion of the Socialist Party from the
ballot: ¢

‘“* We find that each and every charge
made against the five Soclalist Assem-
blymen in the resolution adopted by the
Assembly at the opening of the session,
and thereby accepted as the basis for
the i{nquiry into the qualifications of
these five men to seats in the Assembly,
has been estabiished. : .

‘““ We further find that every charge
material to the inguiry into the qualifi-
catlons of these flve men contained in
the statement made by the Chalirman
of the Judiclary Committce of the com-
mittee’'s ‘ understanding of the matters
that are to be brought up for the consid-
eration of the committee’ has likewise
been established, and we therefore report

for determination as follows:

*“That Louls Waldman, August Claes-
sens, Charles Solomon, Samueal A,
DeWitt and Samuel Orr, for the afore-
sald reasons, are, and each of them is,
not obedient to the Constitution and
laws of the United States and the State
0of New York, nor desirous of the wel-
fare of the country, nor in hearty accord
and sympathy with its Government and
institutions, and for said reasons, and
also because of all the other facts and
reasons above set forth, they are, and
each of them is, disqualified to occupy
geats in the Assembly of the State of
New York as members thereof.

** That because of such disgualification
they were and each of them was Incapa-
ble of taking the oath of office pre-

scribed by the Constitution of the State
asccording to the real intent and pur-

se of constitutional provisions requir-

the taking of such oath.

*That by formally subscribing to
gald cath their position, in view of thelr
disqualification, Is no different than it
would have been had they refused to
take the said oath. .

‘““ That they therefore are not entitled
to have or to hold seats In the Assem-
bly and that the seats to which they are
elacted be declared vacant. )

*We recommend that appropriate
legislation be enacted to the end that
hereafter no party, group or political
organization in which aliens .are accept-
able as members, or whose principles,
policles and program are responsive to
or determined by an organization, na-
tional or State, composed of persons
not members of the electorate of the
nation or State, shall be privileged to
occupy the position of a political party
on the official ballot of this State.””

With the recommendations were sub-

mitted a series of resolutions declaring |

that each of the Soclalista had forfeited
his right to ** have or hold a seat in the

Assembly of the State of New York "

and a provision that the five seats be
declared vacant.
The majority report was signed-by the

Tollowing members.

Assemnblymen Louls M.. Martin of
Oneid%' Chalirman; George H. Rowe of
Erie, Edward J. Wilson of Westchester,
Edward A. Everett of St. Lawrence, Ed-
mund: B. Jenks of Broome and Charles
M. Harrington of Clinton, Republicans,
and Louis A, Cuvillier of New York,
Democrat. _

Those Jjoining in the recommendation
40 seat were: -

Assemblymen Harold Lee Blodgett of
Sahenectady, Willilam W. Pellett of
New York and Theodore Stitt of Kings,
Republicans, and Maurice Bloch of New
York and Willam 8. Evans of the
Bronx, Democrats. Assemblymen Pellett
and Stitt filed a joint statement, and
Assemblymen  Blodgett, Bloch _and
Xvans Individual statements, giving
their reasons for urging that the So-
clalg:ts be permitt to retain their
scats.

Right to Expel Upheld.

The report opened with a recital of
the charges on which the investigation
was based. There followed an elaborate
gefense of the right of the Assembly to
‘exclude the five members, In the course

of . which many Congressional prece-
dents were cited. Reference was made
to the inhibition embodied in the Con-
atitution of the State against setting up
any declaration and test In addition to
those demanded by the Constitution,
a.mogg which loyalty is not explicitly
named, and to that In the Constitution
of the United States prescribing any
¢ religious test'” as qualification for
holding any office of public trust under
the Government of the United States.
The report then continued:

‘* The important consideration is that
the test required by each Constitution,
National and State, is the same, viz.:
support of the Constitution of the United
States, to which we have added SUpport
of the Constitution of this State.

**The -Tight- of .the - Assembly - to ex-
clnde and expel members is fundamental, |

‘clalist Party.

inherent and exclusive, and would un-
doubtedly exist even in the absence of
constitutional or statutory provisions,
such provisions being generally regarded
8s merely declaratory of the power.

‘ The provision in the Constitution of
this State that no oath, declaration or
test shall ‘equired as qualifying for
any office fof public trust other than the
oath to sypport the Constitution .of the
United States and the Constitution of
the State of New York (Art. XIII, Sec.
1) does =t deprive the Assembly of the
constitutional power given by the same
article and section to exclude disloyal
persons from membership in this body.

‘“ The plaln purpose of the constitu-
tional provisian under consideration is
to prohibit the requiring or imposing
of arbitrary qualifications not in any
way connected with eligibility or fitness
for an office of public trust under this
State. It was never Intended as a dec-
laration that the’ disloyal and unfit, if
elected to the Legislature,. must be ac-
cepted as members, nor to guarantee
an indefensible title during the term of
office to a seat In such body to a mem-
ber whose disloyalty or unfitness ren-
ders his membership therein a menace
to those institutions which the members
of the L.egislature are sworn to support

and defend. :
‘*“* The Constitution cannot be distorted

into a2 means of intrenching in our leg-
islative halls the foes of our Govern-
ment, nor treated as a bomb-proof shel-
ter from which the enemies of our coun-
try can launch their attacks.

Oath to Party Condemned.

*“ The rule adopted by us has a two-
fold application in this case:

‘““ First—1t applies to the group or
party of men with which these Assem-
blymen are united by the solemn ob-
ligation of a pledge. If this group or
party advocates and- is committed to
principles and a policy that violate in

essential particulars the rule above
stated, membership therein, inasmuch as
it involves acceptance of and adherence
to such principles and participation in
stuch program, hecessarily disqualifies
from membership in this legislative body
any Individual member of that group
laboring, by virtue of such membership,
under a like disability.

‘* Second—The .disqualification of any
individual for reasons personal to him-
sélf of course disqualifies and  renders
him ineligible for a seat in the House,
guite apart from {he consequences of
membership in the party.’

The fact that the five Soclalistas were th

members of the Socialist Party and had
been since this country entered the Eu-
ropean war Is then recited, and the lan-
guage of the pledge they signed on be-
coming members of the party quoted.
This pledge, as set forth in the report,
embodied a clause in which they swore
that ‘“in all my political actions while
a member of the Socialist Party, I agree
to be guided by *the constitution and
platform of that party.”’

Article VITI. of the party constitution
is then spread in the report. This re-
quires Soclallsts selected as candidates
for public office by the dues-paying
members of the party to place in the

‘hands of the appropriate party commit-

tee o blank resignation to become effect-
ive whenever a majority of the local
organization shall so vote. .

‘**The members of the Socialist Party
eiected to office,”” the report goes on to
‘* thus are no more than mere
proxies for the dues-paying members
of their local organlzations, who are said
to comprise a very small percentage of
those voters who affiliate with the So-

Socialist Platforms Quoted,

The adoption by the National Com-
mittee of the Socialist Party at a meet-
ing held in May, 1915, not long after the

'sInking of the Lasitania by a German

~submarine,

of a resolution prohibiting

members of the Socialist Party elected
to office from voting for the approprine
tion of money for naval and mlilitary
purposes under pain of expulsion is cited
by the report, which says:

‘* It Is a historical fact that the sink-
ing of the Lusitanla by a German sub-
marine brought sharply to the attention
of the American people the necessity of
preparing for the protection of our na-
tional Integrity and honor. It is not
surprising, therefore, that the Socialist
Party's opposition to and obstruction of
the Government of the United States in
all measures relating to national and
State defense became conspicuous at this
time.””’ _

At this meeting, the rgport says, a
manifesto to party members throughout
the country which had been framed by
Morria Hillquit and was adopted, called
upon workers to refrain from saiding-in
the production of munitions of war. In
April, 1916, when the situation becams
even more critical, the National Secre-
tary of the Socialist Party met with all
the translator Secretaries and caused the
promulgation in various :-languages of
Bnother manifesto calling on Socialists
to do all in their power to prevent this
country from entering the war.

" *‘Therefore the Socialist Party stands
opposed to military preparedness, to any
appropriations of men or money for war
or militarism while ,control of such
forces through the political State rests
in the hands of the capitalist class. The
Socialist Party stands committed to the
class war, and urges upon the workers
in the mines and forests, on the rail-
ways and ships, in factories and field,
the use of their economic and industrial
power by refusing to mine the coal, to
transport soldlers, to furnish food or
other supplies for military purposes, and
thustkeep out of the hands of the ruling
class the control of armed forces and
economic power, necessary for aggres-
%ion abroaod and industrial despotism at

ome,’

“On April 8, 1817, the day following
the .declaration of war, . the . Socialist
Party met in national convention in St.

Louis and adopted the following as part
of its war program:

“* * The Socialist Party of the Unitec
States in the present grave crisizs sol-
emnly reaffirms its allegiance to the
principles of internationalism and work-
ing class solidarity the world over and
proclaims its opposition unalterable tc
the war just declared by the Govern-
ment of the Uifited States.

Many quotations from subsequent So-
clalist platforms and manifestos are
quoted to show the advocacy of *‘ contin-
uous public opposition to the war"”
through demonstrations, mass petitions
**and all other means within our power,"
as well‘as *“ unyieiding opposition to al
proposed legislation for military or in-
dustrial conscription.”” The' report alsc
contended that where the Socialist’ Party
since 1912 had been under its constitu.
tion against .the practice of sabotage,
Article 11., Section 6 of the party consti-
tution containing this provision was re-
pealed in April, 1917, immediately fol.
lowing our entry into the war.

“In view of the context,” says the
repori, -** consisting of the war progran:
with its pledge to use 21l mBans withir
the power of the members, with its de-
mand for an even more vigorous prose-
cution of the class struggle, with its dec-
laration that the only .struggle whicH
woulld justify the workers in taking ur
arms was not the national dtruggle but
the class struggle—taking all thesec
things into account, the removal of re-
straint on the use of sabotage becomes
significant with sinister meaning.

“ Evidence before us twould further
indicate that the party was also en-
gaged in a systematic effort during the
war to foster claims of conscientious ob-
Jection. Exemption blanks, so calleqd,
were prepared, the bill for printing
which was sent to the Socialist Party of
America at its national headquarters,
and it is significant that at least one of
these five Assemblymen claimed exemp-
tion from service in a military capacity

on the ground that he was a conscien-
tious objector. ‘

Oppesltloil to State Militdry Measures.
The report reviews the legislative rec-

ords of the Socialist Assemblymen, all |

of - whom, with the exception of De
Witt, have served in the Assembly in
other years. The committee finds a
large percentage of the billg they intro-

duced and the general trend of thefr
votes were In opposition to military
appropriations. Had they had their way,

¢ Treport asserts, the State would
have been left powerless while at war
to: resist insurrection - at home. The
Socialista sought to ‘defeat a bill -creat-
ing 2 Home Guard to take the place
of the National Guard, mustered into
the Federal service. Their opposition to
military and naval appropriations, the
report polnts out, was in direct contlict
with Sections 1 and 3 of Artigcle XI. of
the State Constitution, which provides
that, even Iin times of peace, the State
must maintain s militla of at .least
10,000 men, fully armed and equipped
for service. - ‘

‘‘ The promise of the Socialists not to
vote for any military or naval appro-
priations or for war is as much in con-
flict with the ¥ederal Constitution as
with the State Constitution, disqualifies
them from taking the official oath to
support the Federal Constitution and
renders the oath as taken void,”” de-
clares the majority finding.

‘“ The promise to oppose all military
and naval appropriations and appropri-
ations for war is a part of the plan of
the Socialist Party to destroy the ex-
isting form of government and substi-
tute the government of the proletariat,
as fully appears by their propaganda.
It Involves a specles of State sulcide
and, carried to its legitimate conclu-
sion, would involve the destruction of
both the Federal Government and the
governments of the States.

Czalled Disloyal and Traitors.

i« Mhere is but one inference from the
position of the Socialists In reiation to
military and naval appropriations and
for war. 'They would render the coun-
try and Government helpless against all
enemies so that it may be helpless
againgt them, the enemies of established

order. And for the opportunity which
the  helplesaness of Government thus
brought about would give them, they
are willing to expose the State to the
assaults of all other enemies.

‘““ The Soclalist Party of America, con-
trolled and' dominated as aforesaid, is
therefore- an organization or group of
men combined together for the purpose
of hindering and obstructing the Gov-
ernment of the United States, and the
dues-paying members of this group, in-
cluding these five Assemblymen, by
their membership, activitles and con-
tributions of funds to aid in the common
cause of prosecuting the purposes of
the party, and promulgating the various
manifestoes, publications, letters and
documents against the Government of
the United States, were and -are dis-
loval to this Government, and these
Assemblymen, for the aforesaid reasons,
were disqualified from taking the Con-
stitutional oath of office on Jan. 7, 1920.

‘ We are, therefore, confronted at this
day and by virtue of these recent events
and facts with the necessity of deter-
mining how we shall treat this group
of persons now in control of the So-
clalist Party of America and masquer-
ading under 1its name: as a political
party; who are in the United States but
not of it;: who accept all of the beneftits
and citizenship but repudiate all of the
duties of allegiance: who are the bene-
ficlaries of our laws and institutions
and the sacrifices of blood and treasure
made for the perpetuation of our insti-
tutions but refuse to support them:; who
take all that they can get but will give
nothing; who so far from defending and
malintaining -the Government, which is
their s0le and only guarantor of life
berty, . property, and. the- pursult o

happiness, declare that they. will ob-
struct and resist the Government in the
accomplishment of its duty of self-
preservation.”

- Bhows Pledge to Sovietism.

The report quotes official reports and
manifestoes to show that the program
of the Third Internationale, to which
the Socialist Party of America ® has
pledged its affiliation, is intent, under

the* jJeadership “of Lenin and Trotzky,
upon the overthrow of established gov-
ernment and the substitution of prole-
tartan dictatorship in all countries.

““ Our interest in this pronouncement
of the purposes of the Third Inter-
nationale is not abstract,”” the report
continues. ‘‘ These provisions have a
concrete meaning to this country, and
we are interested in the facét that the
Socialist Party of America, by referen-
dum, has affiliated with and become
part of the Communist Internationale
at Moscow, for the reason that it has
unequivocally declared” its purpose to
be the overthrow of all existing govern-
ments, our own included, and its aim
and only purpose to establish in all

countries, the United States included, a
dictatorship of the proletariat.”

Assemblyman George H. Rowe of Brie, |

who signed the majority report, filed a
statement giving his reasons,’ in which
he said: |

"It has been contended that the en-
tire program and activities of the dues-
paying group have been conducted in

the open. Granting tnis, it is also true,
and the evidence clearly indicates this

conclusion, that the %very frankness of
their operations was but a sham and a
snare and was but a part of the scheme
to change this Government by force and
violence. In every instance possible
they cloaked and veiled by innocent in-
terpretation of warlike terms and overt
acts their real intent to follow the plan
ataind ,program for a ‘political revolu-
on. '

‘* The party instituted at the time of
the declaration of war in 1917 a great
conspiracy against this nation, with its
' final objective to tear down the present
form of government and substitute in
its place and stead a form of govern-

ient similar to that of the Soviets in
Russia.
methods used by Lenin and Trotzky in
establishing the Soviet forni of govern-
ment In Russia, only so far as it will
‘indicate what methods the. Socialist
 Party of America intended to pursue
in. this country to secure its own ob-
Jectives. The evidence shows that
Trotzky and Lenin, at the head of a
small, armed minority, supplanted the
Kerensky régime by a-bloody revolution,
and it Is not improbable that, had the
opportunity been offered, the Socialist
Party of America, would have taken the
same course -of action.’”’

Mr. Rowe meets the contention on the
part of a minority in the committee that
the Assembly has no rifht to set up a
loyalty test as qualification for member-
ship by declaring that the taking of an
oath to support the Constitution of the
United States and of the State of New
York iIs in itself ‘* expressive and dec-
larative of that qualification, as loyalty
in the qualification with which the Coan-
stitution is most concerned.”

DENY POWER TO EXPEL.

Two Minority Reports Condemn So-
cialists, but Call Proceedings Illegal.

Special to The New York Times. -
ALBANY, March 30.—Even the mi-
nority reports on the status of the five
Socialist Assemblymen, whether they
recommend the seating of all five or
some of thelr number, bristle with se-
vere censure, open or implied, of their

conduct and of the program and policies
of their party.

Bronx, who voted agalnst the resolution
to suspend the Socialists, submitted the
longest of the minority reports.’ He

admits the ‘' naked physicil’’ power
and right of the Assembly to expgl the
Soclalists, but denies that any legal
ground exists upon which such action
can be taken In the present case or
that the Asgsembly, under the Constitu-
tion, can set up a loyalty test us
qqalification for membership.

‘Under the law as laid down by the
Constitution we cannot exclude any of
the five Socialist Assemblymen because
they are disloyal or because they be-
lieve that force and violence are neces-
sary to establish the Socialist State,”’
is the conclusion he reaches.

He mekes much of the Constitutional
rprohibition against establishing any test
for holding a position of trust under
the "State Government aside from the
test established by the Constitution
and which does not include loyalty tq
the Government. He brushes aside all
the Congressional precedents cited in
the majority report as worthless on the
ground that Congress, under the Federal
Constitution, is_limited only through a
prchibition against setting up a * re-
ligious '* test.

. The declaration that the five Social-
1sts were not qualified to take the Con-
stitutional oath of office ,because of
pledges made beforehand to their party
which. were in conflict with the preage
they  made In their official oath he dis-
poses of with the satement that the oath
of office had regard not to the past
but only to the future, and that it would
be impossible anyhow to reach the de-
termination of thelr state of mind while
taking the official oath, which would be
essential before they could be con-
demned on this ground. T

“ In this investigation,”” Mr. Evans
contends, ‘* we imposed a_ test of the
Socialist Assemblymen's beiiet and doc-
trines against our beliefs and doctrines.
In that test we have found them want-

ing. It was a test, however,~which we

We are not concerned as to the

Assemblyman William S. Evans of the -

believe is prohibited by our Constitu- the staus of a political party to that of

tion to the same extent as an oath or criminal

declaration. ..

- “"The Legislature under the Constitu-
tion has no legal right to demand loyalty
-of Its members, nor has it any legal
right to Impose any test of loyalty.
whether in the form cf an oath, declara-
tion, or in the form  of an investigation
or trial. It may seem a startling propo-
sition that a person disioyal in many
ways to the State and the United States
in time of a war may serve in the Legis-
lature, that a person who gives ald and
comfort to our enemies in time of war
and who advocates force to destroy our
Government may make laws. But that
is the fact under our Constitution and
that Constitution we must obey.” .

He advocates the submission of a Con-
stitutional amendment to exclude So-
cialists from the Assembly if such a
step I8 regarded essential to the public
safety.

Deem Evidence Insufficient. _
Assemblymen Pellett and Stitt, in their

submitted by the investigation was in-
sufficient to justify the exclusion of the
Socialists. Their brief read in bart:

" If the Legislature cannot by statute
prescribe membership in a political
party as a. condition for holding office
nor the taking of an oath of loyalty as
a condition for exercising the right to
suffrage, it n&cessarily follows that the
Legislature should not by resolution ex-
ciude from membership a duly clected

member by reason of his membership in
a particular party or group.

“In view of this 1long established
recognition of the Socialist Party as a
political party, we cannot now say that
it is not a political party, and by ex-
cluding its representatives disfranchise
the people of five Assembly Districts

‘* We are not unmindful of the force
of the argument that the Governmental
duty of self-preservation demands the
exclysion of disloyal members from the
Legislature. That a Government has the
right to defend itself no one can ques-
tion, but to" exclude from membership
in its legislative body, any individual,
by reason of his views, whether politi-
cal, economic or social, would be a con-
fession of weakness and indicate a de-
sire to substitute a2 policy of suppression
of thought and of political action for
one permitting a free presentation of
grievances to be followed by
gent discussion in an effort to solve the
problems presented.

‘““ Such a policy of suppression would
be fatal to representative government
and make a mockery of the statement

in the Declaration of Independence that
Governments derive their powers from

the consent of the governed. Were thia
country still engaged in the prosecution
of the war, the necessity of applying the
doctrine of self-preservation might be
absolute, but, practically speaking, the
war igs over and the Legislature of the
State has to deal only with problems in-
volving the welfare of its own citizens.”’

Assemblyman Blodgett’s Brief.

Assemblyman Blodgett said in his
brief that he did not find evidence of
disloyalty sufficient to warrant exclu-
sien. A

‘‘ These men were in opposition to the
- war; they believed in non-resistamnce;
“they did not feel the urge to defend
the honor and integrity of the United

 States, which is the privilege and duty
' of its citizens. Rather they felt and
sald that there was a war for world
markets, fostered by their enemies, and

that they would not willingly give a
life or a dollar to prosecute it. Judged
by our conyvictions we find nothing
laudable in ‘this, but must admit that
“the oOpposition of these men was such
'ias not to come into conflict with the
aw,

"_NNor can it be truthfully said that
only Socialists were derelict in their ob-
ligation to their country. Public rec-
ords show many others. So we are
then asked if this in itself constituted
such “disloyalty’ as disbars them
from the right to sit in our Legisiature.

i
3
i
|

joint statement, find that the evidence :

intelli-

'Historical precedent has shown that

‘Webster, Clay, Lincoln and others we
revere likewise criticised wars while
they were in progress, and I recalil the
case of Lloyd George and Asquith in
thelr opposition to the war of England
against the Boers and their right to do
80 has never been denied.

* Disqualification _because of party
- membership is too dangerous. It is not
American in method. It is not sound.
We have passed through many periods
of history which have taught us the
pricelessness of freedom and the value
of Institutions that stand firm. through
‘all perlods and with reference to all
men.’’ °

‘““ Liberty,” according.to the belief of
,Assemblyman Bloch
to  think wrong. it is very apparent
that the Assembly cannot exclude mem-
bers who differ merely politically or
economically with the majority. The
right of the Legislature to exclude
must be based on specific facts of mis-
conduct, -The acts charged agalnst
Claessens, Waldman and Solomon- were
 offered, according to counsel, to show
“the attitude of members of the Soclalist
Party and that all five members stand
on the same footing. The acts charged
were public and notorious, but not one
-of them was made the basis for criminal
charge, although the Espionage act and
the sections of the Penal law of "this
State dealing with anarchy were in
full force” and effect.” |

Assemblyman Yates, in recommending
the seating of Assemblymen Orr and De
-Witt and the unseating of Claessens,
Waldman and Solomon, said that *‘ the
war program of the Socialist Party of
America. while unpatriotic according to
our standards of patriotizm, did not dis-
close overt acts of violence against the
Government necessary to convert it from
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‘“ involves the right

|

and treasonable conspiracy

against .the Government.”

The tenor the individual reports of the
dissenters shows that eight members of
the Judiciary Committee are in favor
of depriving the Socialists of their place
on the ballot and status as a politi.-
- party. -

CITY CLUB ASKS DELAY.

Would Examine Record of Inquiry
Against Ousted Socialists.

Nelson S. Spencer, President of the
City Club of New York, sent a telegram
yesterday to Speaker Sweet asking him
to delay action by the Assembly until
- the club has had opportunity to examine
the record of the investigation of the
' five suspended Socialist Assemblymen.

- The message read:

. ‘“The City Club of New York begs
' that opportunity be given to examine
the record of investigation of Socialist

Assemblymen and for consideration of
. the report of the Judiciary Committee.

- Precipitate action on so vital a matter
will be a scandal and disastrous to rep-
resentative Government.”

Socialist members of the Board of
Aldermen, B. C. Vladeck, Alexander
Braunstein and Abraham I. Shiplacoff
sjgned the {ollowing. statement com-
menting on the action of the Assembly
Judiciary Cominittee yesterday.

‘““« We did not expect any other action

from an Assembly nominated by a
group of active manufacturers and
long-known enemies of labor. By voting

to exclude five legally elected repre-
sentatives of the people the Assembly

has initiated awpolicy which will retard 'acqluainted with the history of the So-
for years the peaceful progress of this cialist movement in this country can
country and whi.ch will encourdge 'think for a moment that this step will
strong-armed men in politics to rob the ' do anything but help the work of pro-
people of their rights under the cloak @ moting soclalism, and it will open the
of loyalty and patriotism. : \eyes of the people to the real purpose
‘“ As for the Socialist Party, nobody iof the old-party politicians.”

—



